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Prerequisites 
When VSB backs up or replicates a disk, a snapshot is taken on the ESX server. After the backup finishes, the snapshot is deleted, ESX 
consolidates the snapshot with the base disk: 
 

o Create a snapshot of the virtual machine 
o Backup or replicate the disks 
o Delete (consolidate) the virtual machine snapshot 

 
A Netapp Storage system uses a WAFL Filesystem, which handles snapshots much more efficiently. Version 3.5 of Virtual Solution Box 
can create a Snapshot on the Netapp storage system before backing up a disk: 
 

o Create a snapshot of the NFS volume containing the NFS export with the virtual disks 
o Backup or replicate the disks 
o Delete the snapshot on the Netapp filer 

 
A snapshot of a Volume is visible in the directory “.snapshot” of the NFS export. Presenting a snapshot of  a LUN is much more 
complicated, Version 3.5 only supports snapshots of volumes containing NFS exports, not LUNs. 
 
These are the prerequisites: 
 

o Netapp FAS or a Storevault S500 filer 
o A working network between the Virtual Solution Box and the ESX servers and the Netapp filer. 
o One ore more volumes with snapshotting enabled and enough spare space on the volumes for snapshots. These volumes 

should be presented using NFS.  
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How to enable Netapp snapshotting with VSB 
To enable Netapp snapshotting with VSB, open the topology view of VSB and click on “Add storage system”. 
 

 
 
Now enter the name and the root password of the storage system: 

 
 
After adding the storage system, you can access it in the tree structure. You should add additional IP Adresses and names as shown. 
These IPs (here 192.168.135.40) are the IPs or names to which the ESX server connects. If these are not correct, not volumes with NFS 
exports are listed.  



 

aeXia - www.aexia.ch VSB – Netapp Support 3/3 

 
 
Choose the volumes on which you want to enable storage system snapshots by selecting them with the checkbox. 
 
That is all, if you run a job now, the following line will appear in the log: 
 
  “created snapshot on the storage system” 
 
 
 


